
  

 IMPORTANT UPDATE: READ THIS FIRST  

When installing Coiled Dexerdry it is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT to 
use the Proper Compression tools shown on Page 1. 

DO NOT USE A HAMMER AND A CHISEL TO COMPRESS FLANGES! 

READ ALL OF THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS AND 
WATCH OUR INSTALLATION VIDEOS IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER:  

1.INSTALLING COILABLE DEXERDRY 

2.INSTALLING DEXERDRY (For Picture Frame Instructions) 

3.DRIP EDGE 

4.DECKS THAT SPAN OVER 20 FT PART 1 

5.DECKS THAT SPAN OVER 20 FT PART 2 

6.PERPENDICULAR AND INSIDE CORNERS 

Videos 2-6 provide specific techniques i.e. Picture Frame 
Instructions, gutter detail, proper pitch & overhang for drainage. 
Please utilize these videos for those purposes only.  

Coiled Dexerdry is packaged on 240’ or 50’ rolls. It is a soft 
compound that relies on Proper Compression. DEXERDRY IS A 
WEATHERPROOF FLANGE THAT MUST BE PROPERLY COMPRESSED 
AND CAULKED WHERE SHOWN OR YOUR DECK WILL LEAK!  
                                
                             TIGHT IS RIGHT!    



COILED DEXERDRY INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS - PG 1 
Dexerdry is intended to utilize the area under decks, porches and balconies increasing 
outdoor living space as well as protecting the framing substructure.  

IMPORTANT: Coiled Dexerdry is available in several different profiles specifically 
designed to fit each board manufacturers groove/slot dimensions. Be sure to 
purchase the proper Dexerdry flange for the deck board you are using. 

Concept 
Dexerdry fits into the “grooves/slots” of the boards which were originally intended for hidden 
fasteners. Dexerdry installs into these grooves/slots to create the Dry Zone. The deck boards 
must be attached with top mount fasteners. We recommend the applicable Cortex fasteners 
for best the “Hidden Fastener” appearance. PVC DECKING DOES NOT REQUIRE PRE-
DRILLING (pre-drilling with a 3/16” drill bit is recommended for all composite decking - read 
all deck fastener instructions sold separately) 

Tools and Items Needed 
• Board Tightening tool (BLUECLAW COMPRESSION  OR DECKWISE HARDWOOD WRENCH) 
• Applicable Cortex Fastening System (recommended) or Approved Top Mount Deck Screws 
• Tape measure 
• Carpenter’s pencil                                   Utilize Specific Router Bits For Each Deck Board  
• Safety glasses/goggles 
• Router Table or Router                                                                     
• Drill/power screwdriver 
• 1/8” drill bit  
• Table saw 
• Circular saw with carbide-tip blade 
• Rubber mallet 
•  Caulking gun & Caulk                                         
•  PVC Pipe Cutters 
• Scrap “Beater” Board 

Seams 
Always install Dexerdry and Decking in long seamless lengths. Most major Deck boards 
are limited to 20’ in length. Instructions for decks that span over 20' are provided. DO NOT 
ATTEMPT TO CONNECT FLANGES AT ENDS WITH CAULK/GLUE OR IN ANY WAY. 
ALWAYS INSTALL IN CONTINUOUS RUNS. 

Tight is Right  
The Dexerdry flange is essentially a weather proof seal placed in between the deck boards. It is 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT to utilize the approved tools to achieve PROPER COMPRESSION when 
installing. Currently we recommend the BLUECLAW COMPRESSION TOOL as well as the 
DECKWISE HARDWOOD WRENCH.  BOTH SOLD SEPARATELY. 

BLUECLAW COMPRESSION TOOL                                           DECKWISE HARDWOOD WRENCH 

                                                      PROPER COMPRESSION 
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Video Instructions  
The best way to utilize these written instructions is to use them in conjunction with our video instructions. 
Each box of Coiled Dexerdry contains an orange card with a QR Code (shown below). Scan the code 
and it will take you directly to the “Instructional Videos” Tab on our website. If you are unable to use 
the QR Code, please visit our website at www.dexerdry.com and search for the “Instructional Videos” 
tab. The first video to watch is “Installing Coilable Dexerdry”. This video includes the most relevant 
installation information including Proper Compression, Caulking Procedures and Drip Edge information. 
You will find the videos to be in a specific order with the top video stating “WATCH THIS VIDEO FIRST”. 
The videos may change over time as we will continue our commitment to provide the best and most 
efficient installation instructions possible, BUT PLEASE WATCH VIDEOS IN THE ORDER PROVIDED. 

Drip Edge BE SURE TO WATCH OUR “DRIP EDGE” VIDEO 
Dexerdry requires a “Drip Edge” to be cut 7/16”-1/2” deep into the bottom of both ends of every 
board, approximately 3/4” to 1” from the end. This should be done prior to installation. The drip 
edge eliminates water from wicking through the groove and getting trapped in the flange. This 
water does not come from the top surface of the deck but from the ENDS of the boards as the 
water runs off and finds its way back into the grooves due to “Capillary Action.” The drip edge 
interrupts this flow and stops it before it can continue, so the drip edge must be deep enough 
to reach the groove of the deck board.     

http://www.dexerdry.com
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Slope/Pitch/Fall 
Dexerdry Decks require 1/8” per foot of Slope/Pitch/Fall to allow proper runoff. One of the 
most frequently asked questions is, “Should the framing be changed to make sure the boards 
run away from the house?” No – The flanges when Properly Compressed, fill up most of the 
gap so the deck can be framed conventionally with the deck boards running parallel to the 
house. Instructions are provided for both Parallel and Perpendicular Decks. 

Frieze Board (Creates a Tight Seal at the house for Parallel Decks) 
A Frieze Board is a common architectural feature. It is traditionally used as a decorative trim band 
that sometimes wraps around an entire building. We utilize this idea to ensure a weather tight seal 
where the deck joins the wall at the house. Parallel Dexerdry Decks start at the house where the 
first piece of Dexerdry is inserted into the Frieze Board.  A groove/slot must be routed/cut along the 
entire length of the Frieze Board. The groove/slot dimensions must correspond to the groove in the 
decking you have chosen. The Frieze Board should be used in all “Parallel” applications and can be 
of a variety of materials. We prefer 5/4” PVC Trim or 5/4” Deck Boards.  

Installation of the Frieze Board  
Rout the groove into a 5/4” x 4” length of PVC trim. This board is installed against the house 
along the entire length of the deck. Keep the frieze board perfectly straight against the house, 
shimming where needed. The frieze board must be 3” longer/wider than the framing on each 
side for the “Dexerdry Picture Frame”, or (1 3/8” on both sides minimum for proper drainage 
when not utilizing the Dexerdry Picture Frame). The Frieze Board can be of varying dimension in 
height, but at least 5/4” x 4” is recommended. (A length of decking can be used as well.) Proper 
flashing, sealing and caulking against the house should always be implemented when building 
any deck. The Frieze Board properly flashed at the top allows the siding to be installed on top of 
the Frieze Board as shown below. 
 

First Piece of Dexerdry 
Using a rubber mallet, start at either end and tap the Dexerdry into the grooved Frieze Board. 
TIP:Use a piece of scrap decking and rout/cut the groove deeper and wider. Use it with the 
rubber mallet to properly seat the Dexerdry Flanges throughout the entire installation.  
 
Cutting Dexerdry 
 PVC Pipe Cutters are great for clean accurate cuts of the Coiled Dexerdry Flanges.       
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Proper Caulking 
Be sure to thoroughly caulk at least one inch of each end of the Dexerdry. Caulking the ends prevents 
water from wicking through the ends of the deck grooves. Caulk should be applied as each row of 
Dexerdry is being installed. Proper caulking technique is shown in the “Installing Coilable Dexerdry” 
video. Below are two examples of popular caulk products that we recommend.                 
READ AND FOLLOW CAULK MANUFACTURERS RECOMMENDATIONS PERTAINING WEATHER 
AND PROPER USAGE.           DO NOT USE SILICONE CAULK. 

DAP ULTRACLEAR                                                                                 LEXEL CLEAR BY SASHCO  

First Deck Board 
IMPORTANT: Be sure all deck boards overhang the framing 1 3/8” for proper runoff. Inspect all 
the deck grooves of the decking to ensure they are free of any dirt or damage. Using the rubber 
mallet and beater board, install the first deck board against the Frieze Board making sure the 
first piece of Dexerdry fits snugly into the grooved deck board. Cinch the deck board tightly 
using the Proper Compression tools. Be sure to use a beater block between the 
compression tool and the deck board to avoid damaging the deck grooves. Using Cortex or 
top mounted deck screws, start from the center of the deck and install the screws, 
Compressing tightly at each joist, applying 2 screws per joist, then moving outward, one joist 
at a time. Repeat this method until the entire board is Properly Compressed and thoroughly 
screwed down. It is important to make sure the frieze board and first deck board are straight 
along the house. A straight deck depends on how straight the first board is installed.  
TIP: The first board should be cut to the exact length before installation. 

Continue Deck Board/Dexerdry Installation 
The next piece of Dexerdry will now be tapped into the groove of the board you just installed.  
Always cut the Drip Edge in each board leaving 1 3/8” overhang and caulk each end of the Dexerdry. 
Use the Proper Compression tool and beater board on every board, installing 2 screws per joist. 
The rest of the Dexerdry and deck boards can run long and be trimmed later.       
Repeat this installation process throughout the deck until you reach the last 3 boards. 
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IMPORTANT: If the deck boards start to “bow or arch” DO NOT EASE UP ON THE 
COMPRESSION TOOL TO COMPENSATE. The opposite is recommended. Try to make up the 
straightness desired by COMPRESSING TIGHTER where needed. 

Final Few Grooved Deck Boards 
Framing tip: Since the decking started at the house, the final board 
should be a full deck board. This is achieved by NOT cutting the ends 
of the joists until the deck is about three to four boards from the end. 
Accurately measure where to cut the joists by measuring where three 
more rows of decking will end. Measure back from that point deducting 
the overhang, the thickness of the fascia board and the thickness of the 
“box” material.  

Last Deck Board 
The last deck board should be a square edged board that will need to be routed on one side with 
the same router bit used for the frieze board groove. A continuous drip edge should be cut along 
the entire length of the board on the bottom about 1/2” from the edge. Use a table saw for this 
cut. For the “Dexerdry Picture Frame” look, miter both ends 1 5/8” in and stop, then cut the 
rest square. This board will be 3 1/4” longer than the other deck boards. Compress tightly 
against the last piece of Dexerdry and install. (more details for Picture Frame on page 6) 
SEE “INSTALLING DEXERDRY” VIDEO FOR EXTENSIVE PICTURE FRAME DETAILS. 

Tip For Attaching Last Board Tightly 
The last board should be as tight as the entire deck. Use a scrap 2 X 4 about 2’ long and a 5” 
Ledger Lock Screw. Hold the 2 X 4 vertically against the outside box/framing and against the 
edge of the overhanging last deck board. Starting from the middle, use an impact driver and 
drive the Ledger Lock screw through the 2 X 4 and into the deck framing. The 2 X 4 will 
compress the deck board and Dexerdry tightly against the previous board. Be careful not 
damage the outer most edge of the last deck board when compressing.  

Why The Dexerdry Picture Frame VS Full Picture Frame? 
Choosing Dexerdry to create the Dry Zone requires a complete understanding of how the 
system works. Imagine an average 12’ X 16’ Dexerdry Deck as a large umbrella. In order for the 
umbrella to work properly the rain water must flow freely off the outside edges of the umbrella. 
On a Dexerdry Deck the boards MUST overhang the outside of the framing by the 
recommended 1 3/8”. This gives the “umbrella effect” allowing the water to shed off the sides.  

The Dexerdry Picture Frame was designed to give the appearance of a “Full Picture Frame” 
while allowing the water to shed off properly. The problem with utilizing the “Full Picture Frame” 
is the deck boards are now cut too short. The perimeter boards used for a “Full Picture Frame” 
create a dam. The water that should shed off of the decking now gets trapped between the ends 
of the deck boards and the side of the “Full Picture Frame”. Also the water cannot shed off 
because of the solid framing under those areas. Although we caulk the ends of each row of 
Coiled Dexerdry during installation, the water will get trapped and find the path of least 
resistance if the “Full Picture Frame” is installed. If the deck experiences freezing temperatures, 
the standing water in those areas can freeze and eventually there may be leaking issues. The 
Dexerdry Picture Frame is not a requirement, only a suggestion. However all Dexerdry deck 
boards must overhang the outside edges of the framing by 1 3/8”.  

IMPORTANT: USING A FULL PICTURE FRAME AS DESCRIBED ABOVE WILL VOID THE 
DEXERDRY WARRANTY. 
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Dexerdry Picture Frame 
IMPORTANT: Please view our “Installing Dexerdry” video for detailed measurements and tips. 
The Frieze Board extends 3” beyond the width of the ledger board on both sides. Cut and install 
1 1/2” x 1 1/2” “sleepers” every 12” to 16” vertically to bump out the fascia. Rip a deck board 1 
1/2” wide, then flip it around and rip the other side. This gets both sides of Picture Frame from 
one deck board. Measure from the mitered tip of the last deck board back to the frieze board, 
deduct 1/8” for the Dexerdry thickness. Rout the end at the frieze board. Pre-drill the sides of 
the trim piece every 12” making sure not to screw through the ends of the Dexerdry. Make 1/8” 
spacers where the screws land to allow run-off to go between the deck boards and the picture 
frame, . Install with 2 1/2” screws. The fascia boards can now be installed, doing the sides first, 
then the front. 

 

Surface Mounted Posts/Railings 
Check local building code requirements in your area prior to installing rail posts. Using surface 
mounted posts when installing guardrails is recommended on Dexerdry decks. Blocking 
for framing allows proper bolting of these posts. If building codes require bolting wooden 4x4s 
through the deck, the posts must be properly flashed and caulked. The deck boards around the 
posts must also be thoroughly caulked during installation as well as post sleeves/trim around 
posts. 
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Decks Over 20’ Wide (Parallel Decks) 
IMPORTANT: Please view our “Decks That Span Over 20ft Parts 1 & 2” 
Dexerdry is intended to run in continuous lengths along the deck boards without any seams in the 
flanges or overlapping of the deck boards. Longer runs are achieved by incorporating a gutter at the 
end of a 20’ run, gapping the decking about 1/4”, then continuing the next run. A “Center Board” can 
also be incorporated with a gutter on each side of it. Follow all of the above instructions and install 
as if two 20’ Parallel Dexerdry Decks were installed side by side. The gutter can be bent on the 
job with a “metal bending brake”. We suggest using copper for best results. If using aluminum, use a 
barrier between the aluminum and ACQ pressure-treated framing. 

 

Wrap Around Decks 
When a deck wraps around the corner of the house you must incorporate a gutter where the 
two decks intersect, as if two decks were both built with a Frieze Board. 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              Deck Boards Running Perpendicular  (Coiled Dexerdy) 

IMPORTANT: THE ROUTED FRIEZE BOARD WILL NOT BE UTILIZED FOR PERPENDICULAR 
DECK INSTALLATIONS.  

NEVER ROUT THE ENDS OF THE DECKING AND ATTEMPT TO INSERT THEM INTO THE 
FRIEZE BOARD/DEXERDRY FOR A PERPENDICULAR DEXERDRY INSTALLATION! 

It is extremely important to properly flash the top of ledger board as well as several inches up 
the wall above the ledger board before installation.  

Be sure to pitch/slope/fall the framing 1/8” per foot away from the house. 
The Drip Edge will only be implemented on the outside edge of the deck, not against the wall. 

Perpendicular Coiled Dexerdry installation relies on proper caulking/flashing procedures.  
Start and Finish with a “square edged” board. The Start and Finish boards will be routed lengthwise 
on one full side to accept the Dexerdry flange. 

In Perpendicular installations, The Drip Edge will only be needed for the ends of the boards 
that overhang the frame by 1 3/8”. The end that starts at the house will be thoroughly caulked and 
flashed so no need for the Drip Edge on that end. Cut the Drip Edge lengthwise along the entire first/
last board. (shown below) 

Calk the ledger and house as shown to accept the first board. Make sure the first board is square/
straight and has the proper overhang. (Suggested overhang for sides of framing should be 1 3/8” - 1 
5/8” if 3/4” facia boards will be installed.) Attach the Start board with 2 screws per joist making sure to 
fully attach the board before installing the next board. 

Install the first piece of Coiled Dexerdry using a rubber mallet. NOTE: A scrap piece of decking with 
the groove cut deeper and wider can be very helpful to install the Dexerdry. 

Thoroughly caulk both ends of the Dexerdry as shown. Insert the caulked Dexerdy flange into the slots 
of the first board. Thoroughly caulk the ledger/house as shown to accept the next board. 

IMPORTANT: Caulk ledger/house/flanges for one board at a time. Have the next board ready to 
be put in place immediately after caulking. 
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Deck Boards Running Perpendicular Continued (Coiled Dexerdy) 

The next board is ready to be carefully placed onto the caulked ledger/house. (shown) It will be the 
first of the factory grooved/slotted field of boards. Tap the board into place using a rubber mallet and 
beater board.  

Use the Proper Compression Tools to compressed Tightly against the first Dexerdry flange and 
Start board. Use the scrap beater board between the Compression Tool and the deck board. 

Compress Tightly preferably working from the middle outward installing two screws per joist. 
 Attach entire board completely before moving on. 

Allow the caulk to ooze out as the boards are being compressed.  
Excess surface caulk can easily be removed preferably after it dries. 

Continue installing the field of boards exactly as described until you reach the last Finish board.  
Caulk thoroughly at the ledger board and house. 
 Always caulk at east 1 1/2” - 2”  of the ends of the Dexerdry Flanges when installing at the ledger 
board, and at least 1” at the overhang. 

IMPORTANT: We recommend caulking the flanges and not the grooves/slots of the decking. If 
the grooves are caulked instead of the flanges, the caulk may be displaced when inserting the 
flanges. This could create unseen voids inside the grooves that will allow water to wick into 
those areas due to capillary action.  
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Deck Boards Running Perpendicular Continued (Coiled Dexerdy) 

The Finish board should be as tight as the entire deck. Use a scrap 2 X 4 and attach a small block on 
the end of it (shown). You will need a 5” Ledger Lock Screw. Hold the 2 X 4 vertically against the 
outside box/framing and against the edge of the overhanging last deck board. Starting from the middle 
preferably (not at the ends) use an impact driver and drive the Ledger Lock screw through the 2 X 4 
and into the framing. The 2 X 4 will compress the deck board and Dexerdry tightly against the previous 
board. Be careful not damage the outer most edge of the last deck board when compressing. 

With the decking installed we can now properly caulk/flash at the house. Clean away any excess caulk 
from the Dexerdry/deck installation. Be sure to put the Cortex plugs in that are close to the wall. We 
recommend installing all plugs now to avoid any rain/snow or debris getting in the holes.  

Thoroughly caulk along the entire top surface of the decking where it meets against the house.  
Install an “‘L” Bend piece of flashing onto the wet caulking (shown). 

The new copper flashing will need to be overlapped with House Wrap/Tar Paper etc. We use joist tape 
making sure it is high enough to eventually be overlapped with more House Wrap. 

Here we used the decking material for our trim board. In this example we used one deck board for 
both the trim board as well as our finish “Picture Frame” detail which we’ll install later. (shown) 
We ripped the “Picture Frame” detail at 1 1/2” leaving 4” for our “Trim Board” at the house.  
Imagine the deck is 12’ 16’ or 20’. Using one deck board for both purposes is advantageous. 
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Deck Boards Running Perpendicular Continued (Coiled Dexerdy) 

Finish the Perpendicular installation by trimming any excess decking (if you ran the deck boards long). 
Cleanup excess Dexerdry Flanges by trimming with a knife and peal away any excess surface caulk. 

We can now complete the “Dexerdry Picture Frame” and facia. These steps are described on Pages 5 
& 6 of this packet. To get a full understanding of the “Dexerdry Picture Frame” installation, please 
watch our “Installing Dexerdry” video. 

Pocketed Decks and Inside Corners                

The above instructions for Perpendicular Decks applies to any circumstance where the deck 
boards run long ways or away from the building, such as “pocketed decks” or balconies that 
are set into a building. 
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DEXERDRY PRODUCTS ARE INTENDED FOR EXTERIOR USE ONLY. NOT INTENDED TO BE 
USED OVER INTERIOR LIVING SPACE. 

IF SOFFITING IS DESIRED UNDER THE DECK, DEXERDRY INC. RECOMMENDS USING 
VENTED VINYL OR PVC. THE DECK MAY EXPERIENCE NORMAL CONDENSATION, ALLOW FOR 
AIR FLOW. USE OF WOOD CEILINGS IS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR EXTERIOR DECKS.   

ANY CONSTRUCTION OR USE OF THE PRODUCT MUST BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ALL 
LOCAL ZONING AND/OR BUILDING CODES. 

THE END-USER ASSUMES ALL RISKS AND LIABILITY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
CONSTRUCTION OR USE OF THIS PRODUCT. THE CONSUMER AND OR CONTRACTOR 
SHOULD TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF EVERYONE 
INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WEARING THE 
APPROPRIATE SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 

THE PURCHASE AND USE OF THE PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND 
CONDITION OF THE APPLICABLE WARRANTIES, AND THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT 
PROVIDE ANY OTHER WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. DEXERDRY, INC., 
SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES 
INCURRED AS A RESULT OF FAILURE TO CONFORM TO THESE INSTRUCTION, THE 
BOARD MANUFACTURE’S INSTRUCTIONS AND THE LIMITS ESTABLISHED IN THEIR 
RESPECTIVE WARRANTIES. 

ALL RIGHT RESERVED – COPYRIGHT 2/2017 DEXERDRY, INC. MRU - 2/10/21 

  


